STAFF DOSIMETRY IN INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY :
SURVEY ON METHODS AND LEVEL OF EXPOSURE
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The measurement and registration of individual dose to workers becomes really critical when performed
on operators involved in interventional procedures due to use of protective clothing. Several methods of
measurements and algorithms have been proposed to obtain reasonable estimates of the effective dose to
these workers. As a consequence a great variety of methods for assessing and type of monitoring programs
is expected to be found among European countries and centres.

Two different questionnaires were sent in 2005 to more than 20 centres participating in Sentinel WP3.
The first one relates to methods for assessing staff doses requesting general and technical information
about type of personal (and area) dosemeters, dose quantity measured, dose calculation methods and
monitoring programme details. The second questionnaire is intended to collect complete staff dosimetry
data (dose to body, skin, extremities etc.). Data from these surveys, extensively reported and discussed in
this paper, could lead to a better and more harmonised approach to estimation of external exposures in
interventional procedures in European centres.
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